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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 6, 8, and 13-14 are objected to because of the following informality: 
Claims 1 , 6, 8, and 13-14 recited phrase "adapted to", which is not proper language for 
claim structure. Examiner suggests that "adapted to" should be configured to. 
Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 

or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 

subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 

as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 

having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 

not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-12 and 15-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Harvey et al (U.S. Patent No. 7,054,924) in view of Ogami et al (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,898,703). 
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4. As to claim 1 , Harvey et al disclose a system for provisioning a network device 
with a boot file (configuration information) (see abstract and summary of the invention; 
and figures 1-2), the system comprising: a communication link (CL); and a dynamic 
configuration server (DCS) connected to the CL, the DCS configured to: receive a boot 
file request from the network device via the CL, the boot file request comprises a boot 
file template identifier; select a boot file template based on the boot file template 
identifier; assign each of the one or more attributes of the selected boot file template an 
attribute value based on the boot file identifier to store the boot file; and send the boot 
file via the CL to the network device to provision the network device with the boot file 
(figures 1-2 and 8A-8B; column 5 line 56 to column 6 line 32; columns 7-8; column 15 
line 15 to column 16 line 17; and column 28 line 57 to column 29 line 29). However, 
Harvey et al do not teach that the DCS configured to: generate one or more boot file 
templates, each of the one or more boot file template comprises one or more attributes 
associated with the network device. Ogami et al teach that the DCS configured to: 
generate one or more boot file templates, each of the one or more boot file template 
comprises one or more attributes associated with the network device (see abstract; 
figures 3A and 4-5; column 8 lines 10-60; column 9 line 18 to column 11 line 42; and 
column 1 1 lines 57-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Ogami et al stated above 
in the system of Harvey et al for generating a plurality of boot file templates because it 
would have provided a system of facilitating automatic generation of the boot sequence 
instructions in a convenient and efficient manner. 
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5. As to claims 2-3 and 9-12, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use the DCS as a TFTP server; the CL as 
an IP network; and the network device is selected from the group of a DOCSIS 
compliant device, a PacketCable compliant device, a CableHome compliant device, a 
router, a switch, and a server because it would have increased the utilization of the DCS 
and over-all performance and efficiency of the system. 

6. As to claims 4-6, Harvey et al disclose that the boot file request comprises a boot 
file template identifier/filename, which comprises a designated attribute value for each 
attribute of the selected boot file template, and the DCS is further configured to extract 
each designated attribute value from the boot file filename and to assign each 
designated attribute value to the attribute to which it is designated (figures 1-2 and 8A- 
8B; columns 7-8; column 15 line 15 to column 16 line 17; and column 28 line 57 to 
column 29 line 29). 

7. As to claims 7-8, Harvey et al disclose that the boot file template identifier is a 
MAC address associated with an attribute value record, the attribute value record 
comprises a designated attribute value for each attribute of the selected boot file 
template, and wherein the DCS is further configured to extract each designated attribute 
value from the attribute value record and to assign each designated attribute value to 
the attribute to which it is designated (figures 1-2 and 8A-8B; columns 7-8; column 15 
line 15 to column 16 line 17; and column 28 line 57 to column 29 line 29). 
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8. As to claims 1 5-26, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-12 above, since claims 15-26 are merely the method of operations for 
the apparatus defined in the claims 1-12. 



9. Claims 13-14 and 27-30 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bharat Barot whose Telephone Number is (571) 
272-3979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 
6:00 PM. Most facsimile-transmitted patent application related correspondence is 
required to be sent to the Central FAX Number (571) 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar , can be reached at (571) 272-4006. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Additional Reference 



10. The examiner as of general interest cites the following reference. 



a. 



Black et al, U.S. Patent No. 7,1 1 1 ,053. 



Contact Information 



Art Unit 21 55 



Patent Examiner Bharat Barot 




March 02, 2007 



